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Student Name:..............

Question 1 (15 points): In doing scientific research, triangulation s a key concept.

Question 1a (5 points): : o , .
Explain what “triangulation” means and what it tries to achleve,in_l carrying out a scientific research
StUdY Lumt your answer to 5 lines. PO !
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Question 2¢ (5.points). ;
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Question 4 (15 points):

There are many different forms of reasoning, and they are variously used in different types of
scientific method. This question is on two basic forms of scientific argumentation.

Question 4a (7 points).

Explain what “deduction” is. Give a concrete example. Limit your answer to 5 lines,

Question 4b (8 points).

Explain what “abduction” is. Give a concrete example. Limit your answer to $ lines,
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Question 6 (20 points):

The so-called “Zuidas™ (southern strip) of Amsterdam stretches from Schiphol Airport to the
business area near Duivendrecht; also the VU is located in this Zuidas area. As a result of
continuing heavy investments, it is quickly becoming the major economic area of Amsterdam,
where many international companies, banks, ICT and media companies etc. have their
headquarters, and where there is a strong demand in business and industry for highly educated
people. Now suppose that the Mayor of Amsterdam, as part of the Zuidas development, therefore
wants to make social student life more attractive in this area neighbouring the VU.

It so happens that the Mayor of Amsterdam has selected you to research what the best ways are to

achieve this. Describe below a research design for your study that satisfies the following

requirements [limiting your answer to about this page, or about 20 lines]:

1. What is your decomposition of the overall subject area into more manageable research topics?

2. What are the research methods you will use? Note: it is required to employ multiple methods.

3. How will you triangulate your research results so that they are trustworthy for the Mayor as a
basis for his future student life improvement policy?
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Student Name:..............

Feedback (optional):

If you feel that a question was unclear please indicate below the number of the question and

’prov1de a bnef explanat1on

Was preparation for this exam a good way to get you to go over the class material again?
Would you have reviewed the material otherwise?

Do you feel that this exam was fair as a test of your knowledge about the course material? If
not, what would you have done differently?

How long did it take you to finish this exam?
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